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Effluent Management

Fact Sheet # 3

Effluent on dairy farms can create one of the biggest headaches for management and yet, when handled
correctly, can be one of the farm’s most valuable resources. There is a growing awareness of the
environmental obligations of the farm sector and this combined with the escalating cost of bought-in
nutrients, is encouraging progressive farm operators to seek cost effective effluent management systems.

With appropriate design it is possible to have a cost-neutral effluent system
that not only deals with dairy effluent in an environmentally responsible
manner, but also enables nutrient recycling across the farm and in many
cases enables vastly improved yields of summer crops.

The secret lies in appropriate design that allows future effluent disposal over
an enlarged area of the farm to meet both nutrient loading thresholds and
herd expansion programs. There is also a strong correlation between higher
: ;initial investment in pipe sizing and a reduction in annual operating costs.

The benefits from using effluent to boost farm production have been under
continued research by the Department of Primary Industries at trial sites like
Demo DAIRY, and
the economics
indicate strong
financial ~ reward.
Each farm however, will have differing needs and
the design and costings will be highly site specific.
Ensure that only skilled professionals are engaged to
design your system. Drain Tech is able to install a
variety of pipeline systems and can assist with your
design requirements.
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